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In Adelaide today, the Minister for Agriculture --
MR. BYWATERS -- gave notice of his intention to move an 
amendment next week for the retention of six o'clock 
closing. Can you comment on this? 
Well, of course, the Government when it introduced the 
Licensing Bill said quite clearly that no Government 
Member was bound to accept the Bill. The Labour Party 
has no specific policy as a Party on these measures. I, 
as Minister in charge of the Bill will be putting 
forward those sections of the Royal Commission's report 
and adaptations of the Royal Commissioner's suggestions 
which I think are most apposite to the conditions 
applicable today. Mr. Bywatersj of course, has always 
opposed later closing in South Australia as an individual. 
He has a right to move this amendment; I don't think he 
would be surprised that I don't think his amendment will 
succeed. I think that the majority of Members agree with 
the Royal Commissioner that the majority of people in 
South Australia believe that ten o'clock closing is a 
vital change to us which could benefit the social habits 
of the people in South Australia. 
Do you think that MR. BYWATERS' move will affect the 
possible introduction of the new liquor laws by the 
end of September? 
Oh no, I anticipated that Mr. Bywaters would make this 
move and he will be supported by some Members in the 
House, but the fact that we would have a debate on 
hours in the House was always within my calculations. 
Recently you announced the appointment of a Director 
of Industrial Development. In line with this, what 
plans, if any, does the Government have for expansion 
of the Timber Industry and Forestry Plantation? 
Well now, we have, of course always had general plans 
for expanding the forestry industry in South Australia 
with additional plantings, and the present Government 
has bought a very large area of land for the purpose 
of the plantings of forestry. I can't at this stage 
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forecast further developments in the timber industry 
in the South East because the work of the timber 
industry with the new Department of Development has 
not as yet been undertaken. We are fortunate in 
having as Director of Industrial Development; a man 
with a very considerable scientific background himself, 
who has already proved his abilities in the area of 
industrial expansion in private industry where he has 
made a very significant contribution himself. He will 
be visiting the South East shortly, after his taking up 
appointment next month, and I anticipate that he will 
then undertake discussions with the timber industry in 
South Australia about possible technological development 
and what assistance the State can give to it. 
On Wednesday of this week, the Minister for Tourism --
MR. CORCORAN — announced that the South Australian 
Government would guarantee finance for approved 
tourist projects in country areas. What does this 
mean for South-East tourism? 
Well, it means that we are going to devote a lot more 
attention in South Australia to tourism and this in 
itself will affect the South East which has a con-
siderable tourist potential. I believe that there will 
be quite significant developments along the Coorong, 
and that this in itself is going to help a general flow 
of tourists through the South East. Now the announce-
ment which Mr. Corcoran made is of particular 
significance to the tourist industry because always, 
previously, Government in South Australia had turned 
its face against treating tourism as an industry 
capable of Government assistance under the Industries 
Development Act. Now that has changed; I gave, as 
Treasurer, a specific undertaking that where it was 
shown that an increase in employment and facilities in 
South Australia through the tourist industry then 
treasury guarantees would be available to the tourist 
industry just as to other industries. This is a new 
departure, but it will mean quite a fillip to the 
tourist industry in South Australia because treasurer's 
guarantees will be available. 
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Every so often, the question is raised of the South 
East and the Western District of Victoria being 
combined to form one self-governing area. What in 
your opinion, would be the advantages of this, and 
can you foresee it ever happening? 
Yes, I can see that it could happen. In Australia we 
have quite illogical State boundaries. We have quite 
an illogical Federal Constitution which doesn't really 
provide for effective Government in the areas of 
policies for which people vote. Some years ago the 
Federal Government under the Ministry of post-war 
reconstruction when Mr. Dedmond was Minister, 
produced for Australia a regional development plan -
a basis for regional planning and development through-
out Australia and the various areas of Australia were 
divided up to form a basis for regional development in 
this way. Unfortunately, this plan which had gone 
quite a long way by the time that Mr. Dedmond was 
defeated and was scrapped in 1949. I do believe that 
it is time we reconstituted this. I think that the 
ultimate development for the constitution of Australia 
would be to have one sovereign Parliament and a 
series of provincial subordinate legislatures and that 
this will be very much more effective Government for 
Australia than the present system when we have too 
many politicians in Australia, and most of them 
ineffective because Governments have not got the 
power to do the things for which people vote. 
Now, this could mean that we would have an effective 
province in the South Eastern part of South Australia 
and the South Western part of Victoria which, 
obviously, are closely connected with one another as 
far as development is concerned. This will be a 
sensible future for this area, but, of course, it. is 
quite a way ahead. 
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